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PREFACE

HEAR UBic., a national nonprofibrganization that raises awarenessand advocates fdnomeless children
and youth,conducted iterviews ofover 75 women inmates at Cook County Jail who are parents of sageol
children in Sept. 2008

This survey was funded by the Cook County Sheriff
0KNRdAK (GKS /221 [ 2dzyideé WFALC
| CCINJIS facilitated the survey process and collaborated

on the questionnaire.

e

cOOK COUNTY EARII=|:»s

gent of Women's Justice Services §

* The women nonviolent offenderswere participantsin
eithertheWwoy Sy Qa wSaARGWIAKS § KB K.
Female Furlough Program located in a separate building

on the Cook County Jail camgnsChicago, ILThis group
represents the majority of woman inmates at CCJ.

Participants volunteered to be interviewed by HEARstaff/boardnembers (all women)Not all inmate
parents participatedMost womenwere from the Cook Countfurban)area.Interviews were conducted
individuallyin semiprivate areas, with a fixed set of questicarsd some basic demographjaestions HEAR US
representatives asked the questions and recorded the responses. All those interviewed were-&reglshg.
The great majority of the subjects were AfrieAmerican.

Women interviewed were awaiting further court action to determine their statuhwhie legal system. Their
presence in jail simply meant that they were arrested and charged with an offense, not convicted. Some were
participating in the furlough program, where they would bg :
in jail during the day, attending counseling and -¢&lfip
programs, returning to their homeat night Those
interviewed were separated from their families for an
indefinite time causingintold strainon their families.

The purpose of the interviewsvas to determine how
incarcerationrelated homelessnesaffected chidren,
focusing on how t8 O K A édBchitiSnAl@eeds were
being met, especially for those children who became
homeless because of the¥f 2 (i K iSdddegation.

HEAR US thanks Cook County Sheriff Tom Dart; Terrie
McDermott, executive director of the WoSy Q& Wdz3
Services at Cook County Jail;-8Q$ staff; and, most of all e
the mothers who participated in this survey.

Children are the world's most val
and its best foygbe future.

John Fitzgerald Kennedy
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BACKGROUND

Mothersare going to jail in record numberEhe
tragic side effectchildren often bear the brunt
of their Y 2 (i K Sosie€atioR. y

¢KS WwdzaidAOS

4% to 9%.

In Cook CountylL) over BB,000women were
locked upfor pretrial detentionin 2007. Their
crimesare overall nonviolent and povery

related.

When arrested, women are confindl a city or N
county jail while they await triallhey typically
are pickedup off the streets, with no prior
notice, without opportunity to make .
arrangements for their childrerwho end up in

& 6 Skaphazar@ybaiRyxared for by
relatives or friendsin the worst cases the

iKS

5SLI NI YSy| e
Statistics reports that as of June 30, 2007, ovel
2.3 million people were locked up in local or

county jails, and state or federal prisons. The *
proportion of women more than doubled from

DEcEMBERO8

A surveyof the characteristics of Women Offenders in Cookl
County (ILyonducted in 1996 by Northwestern University fo
. 80% are single mothers with 3 or more children.
o 80% have been charged witlviotemt offenses; (i.e.
shoplifting, larceny, passing bad checks, drug sales/posse
prostitution)
7590% of the women are addicted to drugs or-alcol
Women frequently commit crimes to sustain their drug add
. 80% have been physically or sexually abused.
80% suffer from theocgaurrence of addiction, mental
health disorders and trauma.
. Women enter jails with poor health and experience
serious health problems due to poverty, poor nutrition, inag
heath care, and substance abuse.

. An increase of 69% since 1991 in women testing pq
HIV.

) Women offenders are at greater risk for breast, lung
cervical cancer.

. 55% of women in jails have a high school diploma.

Jobs are low skill, entry lexelpaying 2/3 of women
offenders report they never held a job paying more than $6
hour.

The pathways to criminality for womggsesal and
sexual abuse, poverty and substance abuse.

children end up in the beleaguered child welfarsteyn. Themomsdo not know how long they will be
detained. Whether or noshehas any contact with her children depends on Igaajpolicy and the ability of the

caretaker to arrange a visit.

/ Many things can\

Children cannot.

their bones are kt

formed, their blo

being made, their

are being develor

them we cannot
Ot omor

Thie name is tod:

0 Gabriela Mistral
(Chilean teacher 1%8)

- J

Once convicted, they may serve their sentence at the couwiltypj be sent
to a state or federal institution.

If found not guilty, women return home, if they still have one, and try to
rebuild their lives, and the disrupted lives of their childrBecause of their
Y20 KSND&a A ViehilddnSokdn tend&d/Bmeless by loss of
housing due to hardshjmounce from place to place, eemporarily move in
with someone willing to look after theniRespected research by others
confirms thatseparation is harder on the children than the mother.

To those conductig the survey,lie nothersinterviewed for this project

honestlysharedthe pain of being away from their childrera reality that
gets little attention in this prisoffiocusedsociety.

Moms in Jail Réigdhe Psites a glimpse at the human cost of

incarceration, focused on Cook County Jail, an assessment that easily applies

across the countryo the thousands oparents, mostly women, who sit
behind bars while their children pay the ultimate price.
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HEAR UNSTERVIEW TOPICS

e a2 (0 KS Nk Pusivpstatdsdaforek
incarceration

e a2 ( KS NX Hiicigatetl Bo@sing status
postincarceration e

e a2 i K Sewbus expdrience of homelessnessBSaEEs

e a2iKSNN& LINBOA2dza SEL I GA2Y
e Household income prior to incarceration
e MotherQad & OK 2 2 f(las&&atJS NA S
completed, overall school experience)
e /| KAf RNBYyQa SELISNASYOS y 3

0 Preincarceration educational
stability/participation

Who is responsible for childremmousing status/stabilitR dzZNJ& y 3§ K
School attendance duririglr NBy 6§ Q&4 Ay OF NOSNI G A2

Y2iKSNDRa

S
{ OK2 2t Qa ofjayikréspoSsR @S NEYy U0 Qa Ay OF NOSNY GA2Y
9FFSOGa 2F Ay Ol hdd&idikdiucathry 2y OKAf RNBy Qa

Need for assistance to overcome obstacles to education caused by homelessness (related to
LI NBy G Q& niyOF NOSNI (A2

O O O 0o

The premise of thesurvey Ay OF NOSNI A2y 2F LI NByda OFry OlFdaS Yl 2

disruption, often overlooked, iwhenthe child becomes homeless as a result of losing, even though temporarily,
their parentand their hane.

Homelessness | OO2NRAYy 3 (2 GKS TFSRSNJI f(arétbosdrwhdlaekayixed, 2 ¥ 9 R dzO

regular, and adequate nighttime residen@mdincludes:

e children and youths who agharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housgmpnomic
hardship, or a similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks
or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate /,
accommodations; are living in emergency or transitional shelters; afe LOSt

abandoned in hospitals; or are awaitingsfer care placement; h .
ousing

¢ children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is|a .
 hardshif

public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regu
sleeping accommodation for human beings;

HOMELLI

¢ children and youths who are living in cars, papgblic spaces,
abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or
AAYAT LN aSdaAaAy3axo

By nature ohardship (parent in jailandloss of housindincludes moving in with a caretaker, officially
designated or not), children whose parentg docked up can easily become homeless. They have specific rights
to educational access and stability, rights often overlooked by schools and families alike.
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FINDINGS

azai

g2YSy AYRAOFGSR

i K

prior to incarceration, however it included being

doubledup (informa) unstableand often

unsanctionede.g. violation of leasdiving with

another person).

Incarcerated women often relied on their parent/s

for housing.

Homelessness was the precarceratiorreality for a

sizable numbeof the women interviewed.

Previous Incarceration

9%

DEcEMBERO8

Mothers' Pre-Incarceration Housing

Homeless-
Homeless-DU w/p

Se gSNBE aSOdNBf 8¢
Homeless
10%

PrecariousDU /.
w/P
5%
Precarious-DU
5%

Secure-DU
w/Parent
8%

Abouttwo-thirds ofthe subjects had multiple incarcerations.

e Employmentmcome (full/parttime) wasrare, with some form of
public assistance being the main source of incdanever half
of the interviewees

If we dostand up for child

then we don't stand for 1

Marian Wright Edelman

Ofchildren remaining in th& I Y A t & Q ZHousing While Parentis Incarcerated

housing, half were being cared for by
grandparens. Of children forced to

relocate because of the incarceration, half

were living with andbeing cared for by
grandparens.
Almostall children had attended school

regulary prior to and duringi KS Y2 G KSN& Q

incarceration.
To the credit of the Cook County and

Chicago school systems, it appeared that
Y2al Kz2YSftSaa

Other
home,w/resp.
adult
11%

Other home,
w/grandparent

16%

OKAt RNBY Q&

rights were adhered to, intentionally or by accident.

In system
3%

Other/UNK
1%

SRAZOF GA2YI €

For many homeless children, schoo\l
only source of stability in their lives

Congresswoman Judy Bliggert (13
longime ahaion for homeless children and families

K2 dza SF
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Schools oftendid notkno& ¥ (G KS LI NBy (i Q&

incarceration in many cases the preference stated by
the mother. Whenit was known by the schools, most
were considered helpful.

e Mothers interviewed were unaware of the provisions
of McKinneyVento Homeless Education Act that
would have povided stable education for their
children rendered homeless because of their being
locked up. Fourteen mothers requested assistance
with Mck:V related issues.

Il didndt want the schi¢
theywd d kick my ki d

survey participant

e Most mothers considered their own school
experience good, with only a handful debing it as
a L2 2 NWbe

e Junior year in high school was the point at which
most women dropped oubf school Althoughthe
majority did not complete high school, a sizable
number graduated HS and some attendadd
graduatedcollege.

e Although most mother® St A S@SR (G KSANJ OK

school experience was overall positive, about half
reported their childrerhadsignificantadjustment

issues relatedtti KS Y2 i KSNRa Ay Ol NOS

e |t appears that most children were able to
successfully remain in school, with gia handful of
problems reported regarding school access and
services (related to McKinneéyento homeless
education)..

School stability is critical for all children, bu?
children experitratriagnod homelessness

Barbara Duffield, Policy Director
National Association for the Education of Homeless ChiIdJ




